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off the first quoit and put his own in its place. This required perfection, which Blair did not possess. Blair claimed to have won by being on top of Marshall; but suppose he tried to reach heaven "by riding on my back," asked Marshall. "I fear that from my many backslidings and deficiencies, he may be badly disappointed/' Blair's method was like playing leap frog, said he. And did anybody play backgammon in that way? Also there was the ancient legal maxim, "Cujus est solum, ejus est usque ad cesium": being "the first occupant his right extended from the ground up to the vault of heaven and no one had a right to become a squatter on his back/* If Blair had any claim "he must obtain a writ of ejectment or drive him [Marshall] from his position vi et armis" Marshall then cited the boys* game of marbles and, by analogy, proved that he had won and should be given the verdict of the club.
Wickham argued at length that the judgment of the club should be that "where two adversary quoits are on the same meg, neither is victorious/' Marshall's quoit was so big and heavy that no ordinary quoit could move it and "no rule requires an impossibility." As to Marshall's insinuation that Blair was trying to reach "Elysium by mounting on his back," it was plain to the club that such was not the parson's intention, but that he meant only to get a more elevated view of earthly things. Also Blair, by "riding on that pinnacle," will be apt to arrive in time at the upper round of the ladder of fame. The legal maxim cited by Marshall was really against his claim, since the ground belonged to Mr. Buchanan